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striking the rail of the bridge where the commander of the Sec-
ond Squadron was standing. Its halyards having been shot
away, the cone fell from the signal yard-arm, and, if it had
struck any one, serious if not fatal injury would have resulted
from the blow.

During the engagement with the Tiscaya, the smoke at times
was, so dense that inquiry was made of one of the marines in
the forward military top as to the effect of the fire upon that
ship. His reply, that he could see none of the shots striking
the water, left the impression that they must then be striking
that ship. It proved to be correct. Being anxious, too, about
the ranges, that neither the Yiscaya nor the Colon should get
out of good fighting range, descent was made to the platform on
the deck below, around the outside of the fighting tower, where
Yeoman Ellis was stationed to give the ranges shown by the
stadimeter to the captain, who communicated them from time
to time during the battle to the different divisions. Ellis re-
ported that the Brooklyn was maintaining about the same range,
but, to eyes sensitively trained in judging distances, it appeared
that the interval was growing somewhat.

Ellis went towards the side a second time to verify the range.
He had advanced only a few feet when he was struck in the
face by a large shell, and fell, instantly dead, only a few feet
away. It was a shocking scene to those who had never before
witnessed such things. Ensign McCauley and Dr. DeValin,
who were near by, picked up the headless body and carried it
to the ship's side. At that moment, happening to look in that
direction and divining their intention to throw the body over-
board, of course thoughtlessly, the order was given, 4iNo! Do
not throw that body overboard! One who has fallen so gal-
lantly deserves the honors of Christian burial I" The body was
reverently laid beside the turret and covered over till place and
time could be found to bury it with the honors of war after the
battle was over.

The Colon was left, and had worked her way in close to the
beach, apparently as if seeking some favorable place to run
ashore to save the crew and escape. It was surmised that the
sight her crew had witnessed astern, as one after another of the
ships of her squadron had been vanquished and had fled to theion about such things."
